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Open House Worldwide Autumn Season 2017 kicks off  
 
In 2010, six cities joined Open House Worldwide. Today, 36 cities around the 
world have adopted the unique but simple concept of Open House, with the 
‘family’ set to grow to 50 cities over the next few years.  The audience will reach 
nearly 3/4 million people this year with some 2 million building visits to 4000 
buildings. 
 
Open House is a simple but powerful concept – providing free access over a 
48hr – 72hr period to an incredible range of public and privately owned buildings 
with many of the internationally renowned architects and emerging architects 
showcasing their buildings plus many classics of the past.  The Open House 
events, all independently produced across the globe have a proven record not 
only fostering civic engagement and pride, but helping to shape the wider 
community in becoming more knowledgeable through the direct experience with 
buildings, engaging in a dialogue with architects and owners about design.  
Finally feeling more empowered to articulate and advocate for a quality 
environment and begin to demand and influence changes in the architecture and 
public space of their neighbourhood and city, now and in the future.  
 
World cities see an Open House event as the best way to profile the effect that 
planning, conservation, design and regeneration of the contemporary city has on 
the quality of their citizens’ lives, and interest continues to grow in other cities 
worldwide as this turns into a powerful cultural movement with unique reach. 
 
“The Brisbane Open House event has proved that a well-positioned urban 
focussed event can overcome the traditional political reluctance to engage both 
City and State resources for a common cause. “ 
Malcolm Middleton,  Queensland Government Architect 
 
 
 
LONDON IS 25! 
2017 is a particular year as the Open House initiative, originating in London 
celebrates a special anniversary.  The director, Rory Olcayto is proud to lead it 
into its 25th anniversary: 
 
“For 25 years now Open House has been making London a more public, more 
open city. And while Open House allows all of us to make our own London, one 
that is unique, personalised tempered and cut to fit, essentially it is a communal 
event, a weekend when the public reclaim the streets, the buildings, and the 



 
special places that shape London’s unique character. It’s a powerful message, 
carefully made: London belongs to everyone” 
 
This message is resonated by the new Mayor of London Sadiq Khan: 
“Open House provides a much-need open forum for everyone living and working 
in the city to discuss the importance of quality in architecture and urban design” 
 
 
NEW CITIES JOIN THE FAMILY 
New Cities into the programme include the third major Spanish city –  
Bilbao (23-24 September) with the Founder of Open House, Victoria Thornton 
OBE, launching its inaugural event, and Gdansk on the 21-22 October. 
 
 
“Well-designed buildings and public spaces are vital in creating and sustaining a 
vibrant and equitable city and Open House enables the wider community to 
become more knowledgeable, engage in dialogue and make informed 
judgements about architecture” 
 

Victoria Thornton, Open House Founder 
 
 

 
 
Notes to editors 
 
Forthcoming 2017 dates and websites: 
Vienna 9-10 September http://openhouse-wien.at/ 
London 16-17 September https://openhouselondon.org.uk/ 
Lisbon 23-24 September http://www.openhouselisboa.com/	 
Oslo 23-24 September http://www.openhouseoslo.org/ 
Bilbao 23-24 September http://www.openhousebilbao.org/ 
Cork 29 September – 1 October http://www.openhousecork.ie/ 
Madrid 30 September – 1 October http://www.openhousemadrid.org/ 
Zurich 30 September – 1 October https://openhouse-zuerich.org/ 
Limerick 6-8 October http://openhouselimerick.ie/ 
Stockholm 6-8 October https://www.openhousestockholm.se/ 
Brisbane 7-8 October http://brisbaneopenhouse.com.au/ 
Dublin 13-15 October http://openhousedublin.com/ 
Chicago 14-15 October  http://www.openhousechicago.org/ 
New York 14-15 October http://www.ohny.org/ 
Barcelona 21-22 October http://www.48hopenhousebarcelona.org/ 
Gdansk 21-22 October ohgdansk.org 



 
Jerusalem 26-28 October http://batim.itraveljerusalem.com/ 
Belfast 27-29 October http://openhousebelfast.org/ 
Buenos Aires 28-29 October http://www.openhousebsas.org/ 
Perth 11-12 November www.openhouseperth.net 
Thessaloniki 25-26 November http://www.openhousethessaloniki.gr/ 
 
 
For more information about Open House Worldwide, contact Christina Withers on 
info@openhouseworldwide.org 
Open House Founder: Victoria Thornton vthornton@openhouseworldwide.org 
Website: www.openhouseworldwide.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/openhouseworldwide 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/OHWorldwide 


