
	

 

 

PRESS RELEASE: 31 October 2017 

‘How do we shape our cities for the future?’  

Open House Worldwide announces 2018 international cities conference on UN World Cities 

Day 2017 

#ohww18  

#CitiesDay #cities #citiesforall #liveablecities 

From 31 January to 2 February 2018, the third Open House Worldwide international conference, 

‘Cities for All: Shaping our Cities for the Future’, to be held in London, UK, will explore the themes 

of active citizenship, citizen engagement and urban development. The conference is being 

announced on UN World Cities Day – 31 October 2017 – the theme of which is Innovative 

Governance, Open Cities, to highlight the important role of urbanization as a source of global 

development and social inclusion. 

Over 3 days it will bring together world-leading experts and built environment professionals to 

explore and highlight new approaches in public engagement and active citizenship, and how 

these can help to make more liveable, inclusive and sustainable cities for the future. 

A conference highlight will be presentations and a panel discussion between international 

policymakers including Mayors, Deputy Mayors and City Architects from cities from London and 

Bilbao to Vienna and Brisbane, exploring how to ‘make cities for all citizens’. Other speakers at 

the forefront of global thinking and practice will include Dr Suzanne Hall (LSE Cities), Dan Hill 

(Arup), Mark Cridge (MySociety) and Alastair Parvin (WikiHouse Foundation). 

As the world’s population becomes increasingly urbanized, the global task for policymakers, built 

environment professionals and agencies is to create liveable cities where people can and want to 

live and work, but also where they have a voice to help shape its future. The conference will 

enable city representatives, built environment professionals, cultural agencies, researchers and 

others to explore new ways to build greater public participation in cities – especially in planning, 

design and regeneration – and the place of innovative means of civic engagement such as the 

Open House concept within this. 

This third Open House Worldwide conference celebrates the 25th anniversary of the Open House 

concept in its birthplace, London, and the launch of a major new piece of its research examining 

the global impact of Open House.  



Notes for Editors: 
The third Open House Worldwide conference will take place 31 January – 2 February 2018 in 

London. The programme, booking details and updates will be posted at: 

https://openhouseworldwide.wordpress.com/ 

About Open House Worldwide and Open-City  Open House is a unique urban concept. It was 

created in London in 1992 by Victoria Thornton, founder of the non-profit organisation based in 

London, UK, now known as Open-City. Open-City is the parent organisation of the Open House 

concept.  

Over its 25-year history a simple, but universal way of helping to change perceptions, break 

down barriers and inspire people to demand better-designed cities has remained at the heart of 

Open House – enabling people to explore and learn about their city, and as a result to influence a 

better built environment for all. 

Since 1992, more than 30 cities across five continents have taken up the Open House concept, and 

they now form the Open House Worldwide Family. Today more than 750,000 people take part 

globally in Open House initiatives, from Lagos to Brisbane and Barcelona to Buenos Aires. New 

cities are coming on board every year and the ‘family of cities’ continues to grow. Open House is 

a worldwide phenomenon with common values, but each city operates independently and is 

tailored to and by local people – a factor that is critical to its global success. 

www.openhouseworldwide.org 
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About World Cities Day The United Nations has designated every 31 October as World Cities 

Day. The Day is expected to greatly promote the international community’s interest in global 

urbanization, push forward cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and 

addressing challenges of urbanization, and contributing to sustainable urban development 

around the world. 

The theme for World Cities Day 31 October 2017 is Innovative Governance, Open Cities. 

http://www.un.org/en/events/citiesday/ 


