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OPENING EYES, MINDS AND DOORS TO GREAT ARCHITECTURE IN CITIES AROUND THE WORLD



WHAT IS OPEN 
HOUSE?

Open House Worldwide is the world’s 
longest-established, largest and fastest-
growing network of non-profit public 

urban architecture festivals. Founded in 
1992, it now includes 43 cities on 

every continent – with 4 more joining 
in 2019. 

Open House gives citizens around the 
world a unique way to enjoy, debate 

and learn about the cities they live in –
and to make their voices heard in 
influencing how cities are shaped. 

In every city, Open House is an annual 
weekend event that enables everyone 

to directly experience high-quality 
buildings and spaces for free. It creates 

a unique independent and informal 
forum where policymakers, the public 
and professionals meet on an equal 

basis.

Open House is a worldwide 
phenomenon with common values that 
translate across cultures, but each city 
initiative operates independently and is 

tailored to local needs. 



THE OPEN 
HOUSE 
WORLDWIDE 
FAMILY OF 
CITIES (2018)

¡ Adelaide

¡ Athens

¡ Atlanta

¡ Barcelona

¡ Basel

¡ Belfast

¡ Bilbao

¡ Brisbane

¡ Buenos Aires

¡ Chicago

¡ Cork

¡ Dublin

¡ Gdansk

¡ Gdynia

¡ Helsinki

¡ Jerusalem

¡ Lagos

¡ Limerick

¡ Lisbon

¡ London

¡ Macau

¡ Madrid

¡ Melbourne

¡ Mexico City 

¡ Milan

¡ Monterrey

¡ New York

¡ Oslo

¡ Perth

¡ Porto

¡ Prague

¡ Rome

¡ Rosario

¡ San Diego

¡ Santiago

¡ Slovenia

¡ Stockholm

¡ Tel Aviv

¡ Thessaloniki

¡ Torino

¡ Vienna

¡ Vilnius

¡ Zurich

¡ For 2019:

¡ Brno

¡ Naples

¡ Valencia

¡ Tallinn



NEW CITIES IN 2018

¡ Atlanta

¡ Basel

¡ Macau

¡ Mexico City

¡ Rosario 



OPEN HOUSE WORLDWIDE IN NUMBERS – 2018

¡ A global network of 43 cities – with 5 new cities in 
2018 and another 4 joining in 2019

¡ 5,000 outstanding buildings showcased in Open 
House programmes around the world 

¡ 1,966,000 building visits  

¡ 27,000 children learning about architecture 

¡ 21,500 volunteers (an average of nearly 500 per 
Open House city and a 25% increase from 2016)

¡ Total population of the cities = 95 million

¡ 6,000,000+ unique website visits

¡ Nearly 3,000,000 Facebook friends

¡ 43,000 Instagram followers

¡ 100,000+ Twitter followers

¡ 112,000 enewsletter subscribers

¡ More than 83% of Open House programmes get 
radio and TV coverage, and 97% national or local 
news coverage



GLOBAL INFLUENCE AND IMPACT

¡ Universally relevant – more than 50% of the world’s 
population lives in cities

¡ Inclusive – Open House is open to all, free of charge

¡ Inspiring – focusing on quality and excellence

¡ Democratic – enabling everyone to join in the discussion

¡ Dynamic – showcasing new design every year around the 
world 

¡ Independent – valued by local communities yet respected by 
civic leaders, business and industry 

¡ Positive – highlighting success and attracting a loyal following 

¡ Awards: recent awards include a municipality award for Open 
House Vilnius for ‘the city’s most hospitable initiative’ and a joint 
nomination for Open House Belfast and its main sponsor for an 
Arts & Business Northern Ireland Award 2019

¡ Getting people to travel to visit parts of their cities they 
wouldn't otherwise go to, and to learn to appreciate and value 
communities outside their own

¡ Stimulating a sense of civic pride and helping to close the gap 
that can still exist between the architecture professions and 
society 

¡ Sparking curiosity and awareness of local buildings and places, 
and spearheading new public conversations about architecture

¡ Enabling people to understand how the city is made



URBAN ISSUES 

Open House helps to build new 
conversations around urban issues, set the 
agenda and feed into policy. 

Many Open House cities support this 
through organised debates, themed 
programmes, and lectures, talks and tours. 

Key issues include sustainability and 
climate change, accessibility and 
inclusivity, housing, public space, and 
health and wellbeing.



SPECIAL GLOBAL EVENTS – CONFERENCE 2018

¡ In 2018 the 3rd Open House Worldwide conference 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of the first Open 
House initiative in London, and the launch of a major 
new research study examining the global impact of the 
Open House concept 

¡ The 3-day conference brought together 120 
international member city representatives, cultural and 
economic agencies, urban designers and architects, 
researchers and others to explore the key issues 
facing cities today. 

¡ International speakers included leading thinkers, 
practitioners and politicians including Riccardo Marini, 
Alastair Parvin, and Maria Vassilakou, Deputy Mayor 
and Executive City Councillor, City of Vienna. 



SPECIAL GLOBAL EVENTS – CONFERENCE 2018

¡ Conference supporters and hosts included the 
Royal College of Physicians, U+I and the 
Architectural Association

¡ Networking receptions were kindly hosted and 
supported by the Argentine Ambassador to the UK 
at his residence, the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, and the Italian Cultural Institute

¡ Delegates were welcomed by the key speakers 
Carlos Sersale di Cerisano, the Argentine 
Ambassador to the UK, and the Rt Hon. Mark Field 
MP, Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. 



SPECIAL GLOBAL EVENTS – LAUNCH OF 
THE OPEN HOUSE WORLDWIDE 
ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES 

¡ The London conference also saw the launch of the latest 
Open House Worldwide initiative – its annual architecture 
lecture by an esteemed architect or designer on a topic of 
current concern to urban citizens

¡ Hosted by the Italian Cultural Institute, the inaugural Open 
House Worldwide Architecture Lecture in 2018 was given by 
Massimo Alvisi of Alvisi Kirimoto + Partners, on the theme of 
‘Towards a new sustainability’.



CONTACT US

¡ Victoria Thornton OBE HonFRIBA, Founder, Open 
House Worldwide and Open-City 

¡ info@openhouseworldwide.org

¡ openhouseworldwide.org

¡ Twitter: @OHWorldwide

¡ Instagram: @openhouseworldwide

¡ Facebook: @openhouseworldwide 

mailto:vthornton@openhouseworldwide.org

